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SHOCK: Council shaken as survey reveals

POVERTY GAP
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parts of Oxford sliding further into deprivation
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H STRUGGLE: Richard Colbrook, trustee of the Leys Youth Programme, in Blackbird Leys, which he says has a great sense of
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community despite being an area of deprivation; right, the leafy streets of North

IT'S ALL IN THE STATISTICS

B HIDDEN STORY: Jean Fooks

approach was needed and the youth
programme was offering mentoring to
help break the cycle of deprivation by
broadening children's horizons.

But he added public sector cuts would
harm progress.

“It is the people at the poor end of the
scale who depend on these services that
are being cut,” he said.

One area of hope is offered by
improving results at the Oxford
Academy, the former Peers School, in
Littlemore.

Principal Mike Reading said it was
vital that children growing up in

DEPRIVATION figures
tell a tale of two cities,
with parts of south-east
Oxford falling further
behind, but areas in the
north of the city
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poverty did not see it as a barrier to
achievement.

“What we need to do is put in place a
system that supports young people and
their families and still expects high
things from them," he said.

“The figures are worrying and
dismaying, but they disguise so much
good that is going on in these areas.”

The picture is very different in North
Oxford, where parts of the city are
among the least deprived in England.

Graham MacDonald, director of Kemp
and Kemp estate agents in
Summertown, said the area attracted

wealthy people and affluence was a
self-fulfilling prophecy.

“You have people who would
traditionally buy a small country estate
but have moved into prime parts of
North Oxford because of the schools
and amenities.”

But Summertown city councillor Jean
Fooks said North Oxford had pockets of
deprivation that were disguised by
statistics.
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What do you think? Join the
debate at 4 co.uk or
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