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5 far as I'm concerned there's only one way
to tackle a self build,” says Malcolm Griffiths,
“You work ridiculously long houts tntil
 you're on the verge of collapse and then you
g2 and tackle the paperwork!”
[t was this unswerving resolve which ensured that Maleolm’s
current home was completed to the highest possible standards,
saving him several hundred thousand pounds in the process.
Many building contsactors would have baulked at taking
on such a large and complex project, but Malcolm was
determined to create a building of note, which would do
justice to its superb setting,

Bounded to the west by the high wall of the Blenheim estate
= home to the 11th Duke and Duchess of MarTborough - the new
house is clad in local stone and stands in elevated grounds of almost
half an acre, overlooking the palace’s magnificent Chieen Fool.

Previously, Malcolm's plot had been inhabited by a 1970s
bungalow, which he purchased in 2004 and planned to
renovate, “At that time [ wasn't thinking about building a new
house here,” he explains, “I'd been living in a 1960s house in
north Oxford, which didn't have a great sense of community,
s0 moving to a friendly town like Woodstock was a real bonus.”

Further investigation revealed that Malcolm’s bungalow was
beyond reasanable repair, so instead he approached award-

winning local architect Adrian James to develop a design for a
replacement dwelling,
“Adrian is a real artist, who's well known for his amazing,
head-turning designs, and I'm a q:lal.if'led surveyor atd
have been involved in a number of building and renovation
projects over the years,” explains Malcolm, 46, "so I was pretty
confident that I could build whatever Adnan came up with.”
The conservation officer proved incredibly supportive
and requested a modern house for the 21st centiry rather
than a pastiche - a fact which cheered both Maleolm
and Adrian, Numerous drawings were produced and
discarded before the final design took shape: a distinctive
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